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Appendix C: 

Societal Impact Categories

Privacy: Privacy allows for the expression of our individuality. It is necessary 
for freedom of expression, thought, association, creativity, and experimen-
tation. It also allows us to engage with each other socially in an autonomous 
fashion.

Alienation: Humans are social creatures. While technology can make certain 
tasks more efficient, it can also increase social isolation and alienation. Alien-
ation results from the inability to control significant and basic aspects of our 
lives, a feeling of estrangement from the social forces that dictate our lives, and 
the breakdown of social ties and cohesion. 

Nature of Humanity126: What makes a person a person? At what point does 
artificial and biological augmentation push a being to become post-human? 
At what point does artificial intelligence take on roles traditionally occupied 
by humans? Redesigning human biological structure alters our definition of 
humanity. Artificial intelligence gives some human qualities to non-human 
entities and objects. 

Justice and Equity: Access to technology and its resultant benefits will not be 
spread equally or equitably. This has ramifications for economic distribution, 
societal structure, justice, and political representation and resilience.

Labor: Technology will cause large numbers of workers to become irrelevant. 
This threatens not only the individuals themselves, but society and political 
structures—particularly democratic ones. The nature of much labor will also 
change, leaving humans less connected with final products and lacking in pro-
ductive, meaningful, and satisfying work.

Autonomy and Agency: Autonomy and agency refer to our existence as 
something more than biological shells and automatons; we make our own 
choices about ourselves and have the moral freedom to do as we see right. 
Autonomy and agency are threatened when we feel like mere instruments of 
something beyond our control. 

126  The question of whether to include “nature of humanity” is worth further consideration. 
Despite seeming like an obvious area of impact, to what extent would we care about the nature 
of humanity if it didn’t impact any of the other categories?
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